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THE AUTHORITY OF THE BELIEVER

UNIT ONE: THE ETERNAL GROOM AND BRIDE
“"WHEN WE UNDERSTAND OUR COVENANT RELATIONSHIP
WITH JESUS, WE KNOW OUR SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY”

JESUS IS OUR SPIRITUAL BRIDEGROOM
AND WE ARE HIS SPIRITUAL BRIDE:
AND TOGETHER WE MAKE DISCIPLES.

Principle: “"Over half of our population are unable to have natural children;
however, good news, even more importantly all of us Believers are designed
by God to become spiritual mothers and fathers;and have spiritual children
born-again into Eternity”..éiGoéandémakeédisciples..cé(Matthewé28:20)é

Main Scripture: Johnél5:9-17¢(OuréCovenantéLoveéwithéJesus)

“As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Now remain in my love. *°If you keep my
commands, you will remain in my love, just as | have kept my Father’s commands and
remain in his love. 1 have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may
be complete. ** My command is this: Love each other as | have loved you. ** Greater love
has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. **You are my friends if you do
what | command. **| no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his
master’s business. Instead, | have called you friends, for everything that | learned from my
Father | have made known to you. ** You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed
you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask
in my name the Father will give you. * This is my command: Love each other.

Revelations 22:17.”the Spirit and the Bride say “Come!” Let anyone who hears this say
“Come”. Let anyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who desires to drink freely from the
water of life”.

| PreparingétheéBrideéforéEternity?

WeéwhotareéTheéBrideitoféJesuséouréBridegrooméareédoingéthreeéthings:é

1.8IntentionallyépreparingéourselveséaséindividualémemberséoféHiséBrideétoébeéad
holyéandéblamelesséBride éwithoutéwrinkle éspotéoréblemish..éreadyéforéwhené
FatherécalléustoHomedétoéGloryétoétheéNewéJerusalem éthetéassembledéBride..
preparedéforéoTheéMarriageéSupperéofétheéLambd..éandéthenétoécomeébackéandé
reignéoveréthiséEarthéwithéKingéJesuséfroméJerusaleméforé1000éyears.é

2.DeliberatelyépreparingéourébrotherséandésisterséinéouréChurchéFamilyéforé
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Eternityéinéany,tandéeveryéwayéweécan.é

3.WorkingéwithétheéSpiritéofétheéLordétoécontinuallyéseekéoutéthosetlocally,éwhoé
areénotétheéBride,ésofasttoéexhort,écompel,égatheréandénurtureéthemétoébecomeéd
TheéBride.éWetareétheéomotheringoésideétoéspirituallyéreproduceénewéilambsi,éandé
nurtureéandédiscipleéthemétoéworkéwithétheéSpiritéofétheéBridegroométoérepeaté
whatéweédo.

Introduction: to the spiritual joining of Jesus (ouréBridegroom) with us
(JesusiéBride), which is more powerful and Eternal, than it's earthly
“shadow” which is the covenant of marriage for any husband and wife.
“without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sin”.. Jesus dies
to make us "innocent” again!

é
Jesus The Bridegroom's Blood Covenant with us His Bride:

eAstwithéanéearthlyémarriage,éitéiséboundébyéaébloodécovenant.éMuchéfusséwasé
madeéaboutéprovingéthis.tForéexample:éatéRoyaléWeddings..étheéRoyaléDoctoré
wouldéinspectétheémaritalébed-linenéafterétheéweddingénight,éandéconfirméthaté
thisécoupleéwereéindeedéjoinedébyéaéoonce-in-aélifetimedétrueébloodécovenant.é

Consideringétodayisépromiscuous,épostéolove-revolutionéésociety,éwhereémaritalé
bloodécovenantséareéaérareécommodityéindeed,éitéiséaégloriouséthingéthatéGodéiné
Hisémercy,écanétakeéanyéoneéoféourélives..éwashéawayéouréshameéwithétheéBloodéofé
HiséSon,éandérestoreéouréspiritualéinnocenceé(which flows right through our mind and
body)éandémakeébothéuséandéHimétoébeéOne,éHiséownéérighteous Brideléé

13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.

BeforeéwetevenéknewéHeéwaségoingétoéseekéuséoutétotbeéHiséBride,tHeédiedéford
ouréshame,éspotséandéblemisheséofésin;éoné TheéCross,étoégivetustat100%Enews
beginning!éThistisénotétheéBrideéprovingéheréinnocenceébecauseésheéhasénone;ébuté
theésinlesséBridegroomégivingéalléHisélife-bloodéandédyingéforéherésin,étoémakeé
herérighteous,tandésinless.é

£So,tbeforeéwetcametétoéHim,étheéslightlyéunnerving,épesteringéodiscomfortoéing
ouréheartéaboutéouréoldésinfulélife;éwastinéfacté Jesusié TheéBridegroomécoming,é
knockingéonéouréhearts..treadyétoéwashéuséclean,téandétakebuséforéHiséown. .8
(Rev.3:20);tandéwetanswered,édressedéinéfilthyérags,tandéHeésaidéHethadécomeétoé
askéouréhandéinéEternaléMarriage..61 TISESJESUS! .éWeébowedébeforeéHim;éweptéaté
Hiséfeet,tandéaskedéHimétoédoéwhatéseemedéimpossible..ttoémakeéuséacceptableé
forésuchéaéGloriouséhonour..éandéHeétoldéus..0 1Ehavetalreadyétakenéyourésins,tandé
destroyedétheméinémyéownébodyéoné TheéCrosséoféCalvary..ecomeéBeloved..tandé
exchangeéyouréfilthyérags,tforéyouéareénowétoébeéclothedéwithémyégarmentéoft
Righteousness,tandébecometaséOneéwithéMe..éforélétrulyécleanseéyou,élétrulyé
restoreéyouréinnocence.téFatheréANDEIérememberéyourépastéandéyourésinénoémoreé
...comeéyouénewtandéHolyéone,tandéreceiveéMyéownéSpirit..Ethatétogetheréweémayé
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beéOneéforéEternity.6fWeécryéout..8oéléreceivedYouélordéJesus.tComeéandéliveding
meénowé.éMiraculously..£"T am a new creation, I am a brand new person..old
things have passed away, behold all things are become new”. So,égoéonéandé
liveéaséaéwisedVirgin'é(éseeé2éCorinthianséll:2;éMatthewé25:1-13)

| So, now that we are joined with our Bridegroom...

1. Whatédoéweédoétogether?é

2. WhatédoéweédoéeachédayéaséHiséBrideéforéHim?é

3. Whatédoestheédoéforéus?é

Theretareéospiritualééparallelsétoéallétheénaturaléthingséaénormaléhusbandéandé
wifeéwouldédotinéaéhealthyémarriageé(pleaseédoénotébeécondemnedéiféyouédonité
haveéaéhealthyéearthlyémarriage,émanyédoénot,ébecause,émoreéimportantly,éyoué
canéhaveéaéhealthyéEternalémarriageéinéplaceétoday..é(andéthatéwilléhelpétheé

Earthlyéonel).. £

1. Whatéweédoétogether.£Two families become One: God's Family of

Father, Jesus and Holy Spirit are JOINED as ONE to youlé

Heémarriestintoéus,tandéweémarryéintoéHis.éHeéputséHiséSpiritéinéus;ébothétoé
beéEternallyéjoined;féandétoéhaveéospiritualéchildrend.é

A Natural Marriage

Our Spiritual Marriage

1. CHOICES:

Groomécallsétoéseveraléandéchoosestoneé

JesusécallséuséallétoébeéHiséBride,buté
HeécanéonlyéchooseéthoseéwhoésayéoYes,é
Lord!6é

2. COVENANT COMMITMENT:

TheyépubliclyémakeéaéCovenantéforélifed
atéafWeddingéServiceé

TheyémakeéaéCovenantéforéEternity

3. VIRGINITY/PURITY:

Sheéwearséwhiteésymbolisingépurityé

She is washed pureéfromésinébyéHim;é
andéHeéclothesémeéinéHisérighteousé
robes.¢

4. CONDITIONS:

Promisestareémade,éwhichéifébrokené
canédestroyétheémarriage.£Theé
marriageéisécursedébyéunfaithfulnessé
andédies..éwithéimplicationsétoétheé3
ANDé#4thg

Generation.g

BlessingstforékeepingétheéCovenantéareé
explained.tCurseséforébreakingéitéared
clear £l técanéonlyébetbrokenébyétheé
Brideédyingéspiritually,éandébacksliding,é
andéthenédislocatingéfroméHim.é

5. OUTWARD SYMBOLS

Theyéexchangeéringsétoéshowétheyéareé
marriedétoéeachéother.é

She gets baptised,édeclaringétoé
HeavenéandéEarthéherépastélifedisé
finishedéwithéotherégods,tandésheéhasé
chosenéJesuséalone.¢

6. CELEBRATION FEAST

AéWeddingéBreakfastécelebratesétheé
unioné

ThereéisérejoicingéinéHeavenéatéeveryé

oborn-againééBrideiséunionéwithéJesus..é
butéwetalléawaitétheéoMarriageéSuppert
ofétheéLamboéinéHeavené..soon!’éReady ?é
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7. SHARE ONE "HOME"

TheyémoveéintoéoneéHouseétogetheré

They both move into The House of
the Lord together..andéstayéthereé
withoutéexceptiong(Ps.23)é

8. JOINT-NAME

Sheétakeséhiséname;éandétheyénowéareé
nowéknownéaséMré&éMrsé

He now gives her His Name..Jesus.¢
SheébecomeséoChristoéé(fian).tAlléHisé
authorityéisénowéhers..éforésheénowé
uses,fandéétravelséunderéHiséNameéandé
Power.8

9. JOINT OWNERSHIP

Whatéisthisébecomeséhers;tandéwhatfisé
hersébecomeséhis,tandénowétheyéjointlyé
sharefeverything.é

The Kingdom of God. .tisénowéhers.¢
JesuséshareséeverythingéHeéshownéusé
onéEarthéHeépossesses!éWetinheritéité
all..itiséHiséWill'é

10. INDIVIDUAL ROLES

Theyédefineébothétheiréseparateéroles,é
andétheiréjointéroleséandéfaithfullyé
fulfiléthemé

We change to be more and more
like Him.. and prepareéeveryoneéweé
canétoébeéTheéBridelé
oiféyouéloveéMe,éyoudwillékeepéMyé
commandmentsé.é"6o and make
disciples!l’é

11. KEEP IN LOVE

ontinuallyéSay..0 1éloveéyouoé

Sayeéoléloveéyoud..tLivedineLOVE.EExposeé
everyoneéweérelateéto,teverywhere,t
everyédayétodit!é

12, MAKE PLANS TOGETHER
Talkéaboutéanything..é

Talkéaboutéeverything..noématteré
whereéyouéare,éHeiséthere..éwithéyoué
andéinéyou!é..obeholdé1éwilléneveréleaveé
you,énoréforsakefyoudd

13. DO EACH OTHER 600D

Seeéwhatégoodécanébeédoneéforétheé
other..&Bless,édonitécurse.

Seeéwhatégoodécanébeédoneéforéeaché
other..éspeakéoutéBlessings.é

14. REPRODUCE

ComeétogetheréaséOneéphysically,tbuté
beéjoinedéaséisoul-matesittoo.iBeéiné
agreement.tChooseéunity.é

BefonefinéSpiritéwithéHiméallétheédayé
long..6éBetoféOneéMIND..AskéHiméwhaté
heéthinkséaboutéthiséandéthat.tLiveéast
ONE.éPutéHiméfirst.éTearédowné
thoughtséthatédonitécomeéfroméHim,é
andédisagreeéwithéHim.é

15. ENCOURAGE

Praiseé&éencourageéeachéother..éwithé
sincereécomplimentsé

Praiseé&éencourageéeachéother.tHeé
praiseséusétoo!'é

16. HONOURABLE

Honouréthemétoéothersé

AlwayséPraisefandéspeakéwelléoféHimétoé
others.£Jesustiségood,tallétheétime!é

17. EAITH IN EACH OTHER

Believeétheébestéaboutéeachéother;é
readilyéforgive;émajoréonétheémajors.é
BeéFaithful thonesté&étotallyé

Godeéiségood..allétheétime;éHisémercygéisé
everlasting;éMoveéonwardsé&éUpwards!é
BeéFaithful éTruthful,éscrupulouslyé
honest,éandéitransparenti.éDonitégoé
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Trustworthyétoéeachéother(nothingé
hidden)g

backétoéoldééworldlyéidols,twhoédisobeyé
Him.é

18. MINISTER BY PRAYER

Prayéforéeachéotheré

Prayéforéeachéother..tHeiséprayingéforé
usécontinually.é

19. SPIRIT OF GOD LED
ComeétogetheréandéMultiply..é

LetéHiméawayséworkéwithéyouéMultiply,é
andébuildéHiséFamily..tprepareéitéforé
Eternity..0TheéSpiritéofétheél ordéGodé
iséuponémeébecauseéHeéhaséAnointedé
meéto..0é(Lukeé4)é

20. SHOW CARE Careéaboutéeachéother..dCastéalléyouré
o ) ) careséonéMe,ébecauseélécareégotéyou!ié
Caretforteachtothere DoéyouérealiseéthatéJesustwasénevers
anxious!éLetéitébecomeéstrangeéforéyoué
alsolé
21. UNSELFISH Consideréthetotherséneedséfirsté
Consideréthetotherséneedséfirsté
22. PROVIDE MONEY ProvideémoneyéforéHiméaséHeéprovidesé

Earnémoneyétoémeetéalléneeds,éwithétheé
workéHeégiveséyou.é

foréyou..tHeéresourceséHiséKingdomé
throughéyou,ésoétitheéandémakeé
offeringséinéChurchéeachéweek..0Giveéaé
little thaveéaélittle..giveémuch,thaveé
much!6é

23.

Obeyétheéboundaries;éjoyfullyéandé
lovinglyécarryéoutéresponsibilitieséandé
rolesé

IN SUBMISSION

Joyfullyéandélovinglyéobeyétheéagreedé
covenantéWord-inspiredéboundariesé
foundébyéreadingétheéNewé Testament;é
actéonéthem;fandédoéyouréoworksogasé
HolyéSpiritépromptséyouéeachéday..é
fulfilétheseépre-plannedéworks;éandé
destinies.

24. RESTING IN FAITH

Faithéforéanéuncertainéfuturet

RejoicetinéFaithéforéaécertainéfutureé&é
atlivingéhope!é

25, THA NS

Letésin,éoréevil torésatanéhaveénothingé
onéyou.tShunéevil .éResistétemptation.

Letésin,foréeviléorésatanéhaveénothingéoné
you.tResistésatan,ttrampleéonéhim,éheé
willéfleeld

26. PEACEMAKERS

Beéquickétoébeésorryéforémistakes;éaskeé
forgiveness,étoéforgive;tandétoéforget,é
goéon.tOverlookéaémultitudeéofésins.é

RepentantéBride,éforgivenébyé
BridegrooméandéwashedéwithéHiséBlood.é
Weécontinueétoéhaveénewéstarts.é

27. LOVINGLY KIND

Showéloving-kindnessé

Liveéinéloving-kindnessé

28. DIVINE ORDER

Submitétoéeachéother;tandéwifeésubmité
yourselfétoéyouréhusbandé

SubmitéinfalléthingétoéJesustoursd
Bridegrooméforéever.é
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é
James 1:22..“Be a doer of The Word, and not just a hearer.”

Prayer:tDearfFatheréGod,é1éaménowtEternallyéunitedétoéyouéthroughétheéSpirité
oftJesuséyouréSon..eHeéistinéchargeéofémyélifeénow. sotitistnotémyéthoughts,ébuté
HiséWordéléwantétoégovernémyédayséwith;énotémyéactions,ébutéHisérevealedéwaysé
toéhelpémeéwalkéinéHiséPower tonéHisépreparedépathséandéworks.é1éamépreparingé
myélifeétoébebwithoutéwrinkle,éspotéoréblemish;éléamépreparingétheérestéoféthed
BrideéinéouréChurchéFamilyétoébeétheésame;tandéliketéaéBrideéinéaémotherlyéway..1é
améseekingéoutéthose,twhoéareélikeé léonceéwas;étoéhearétheéGoodéNews;éandébeé
joinedétobuséwithéChristiséglorious,éSpiritéoféloving-kindness.é1éwillétellétheméwhaté
happenedétoéme..taboutéYourtloving-mercies,fYouréGraciousness;émyésorrowéaté
sin;éandétheémiracleéoféYouréforgiveness..éoféthowéJesusédiedétoécleanseémeéwhiteé
likeésnowéandégiveémeéHiséRighteouséclothingétoéwearéforeveréaséHiséGift;tandé
howéJesuséownéSpirit,tatémyéearnestérequest,tcameéthroughémyéclothing,éskinéandé
bone,tandéjoinedéwithémyéspirit,ésoéweéareénowéOne.éWithétheéwisdoméyouégived
me,éléshallébetliketaéfatheréinétheéfaithétoéthem,tandéteachétheméoféyouréways.tOé
LordémyéLord,thowéexcellentéiséYouréNameéinéallétheéEarth.éForeverémyéheartéandé
souléwillépraiseéYou..tandémyésouléwillériseéupéearlyéinétheémorningéthaté1émighté
seekéyou;tandéépraiseéYou;éandételléYoutofémyéLoveéforéYoutathundredétimesémore.é
InéJesusiéName,tAmenoé

é

UNIT TWO

THE AUTHORITY OF THE
BELIEVER

Belicvers must know and operate in their God-given authority before they can enjoy true Kingdom
Living. Often misunderstood, the knowledge of the authority of the believer is the key for victorious
living. Upon discovering all that Christ achieved for his church, believers can take their stand against
any spiritual force that exalts itself against the knowledge of God. Believers become more than a

congueror in the spiritual arena, With the full understanding of their authority in Christ, believers are

able to thwart any attempt of the devil and can maintain victory in their family life, health, finances, and
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1. Inthe Beginning

In the very beginning Adam and Eve enjoyed perfect harmony with God. God had created man
and woman to enjoy absolute dominion and authority over all things on the earth. This authority
was given to mankind directly from God Himself. Adam and Eve walked with God, talked with
God, and enjoyed perfect fellowship with their creator.

Genesis 1:26-31 Then God said, “ Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let
them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth,
and over all the creatures that move along the ground." So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. God blessed
them and said to them, » Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule
over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on
the ground. “Then God said, "1 give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole
earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. And to all the
beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground--
everything that has the breath of life in it-- | give every green plant for food." And it was so.
God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was
morning-- the sixth day.

2. Man Was Given Dominion

Adam and Eve were given absolute rule and dominion over all the earth, including the fish of the
sea, the birds of the air, livestock, and every living thing. Man was given authority to select and
name all the living creatures that roamed the earth. The animals, birds, and all living creatures were
under the direct authority of man. God had authority over the whole universe. But, at the creation
of the earth, God gave man authority and dominion over all the earth.
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Genesis 2:19-20 Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field
and all the birds of the air. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and
whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. So the man gave names to all
the livestock, the birds of the air, and all the beasts of the field. But for Adam no suitable helper
was found.

3. Man Was Given Free Choice




The Lord had given man all authority and dominion over all the earth. God gave man absolute
dominion over the trees and plants in the garden of Eden. However, God also gave man a free will,
giving man a choice. When God placed man in the garden of Eden, He told them they could choose
to eat from any tree except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. God still gives man free
choice. Adam and Eve were given a free will to obey the Lord in everything and live forever or to
choose to disobey and lose their position of authority and die.

Genesis 2:15-17 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it
and take care of it. And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree
in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when
you eat of it you will surely die. *

4. Satan's Plan of Deception

Satan had fallen from Heaven because he exalted himself to be like the most high God. Satan was
aware that God had created man to walk in total harmony with God and to rule the earth. God
had made man to look like Him, talk like Him, and walk like Him. This was humiliating to Satan.
Satan devised a plan to deceive man and steal man's authority and dominion on the earth.

Genesis 3:1-5 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made.
He said to the woman, "Did God really say, '"You must not eat from any tree in the garden? * The woman
said to the serpent, “*We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, "You must not eat fruit
from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.=:"You will not
surely die,* the serpent said to the woman. "For God knows that when you eat of it, your eyes will be
opened and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.*

5. Man Believed the Lies of Satan

Satan disguised himself as a serpent and entered the garden like all the other creatures. His ultimate
mission was to Kill, steal, and destroy what God had promised to mankind. Satan wanted to
overrule man's dominion and gain the same authority for himself. So, he devised a plan of
deception. He lied to them and they accepted the lie. This was the downfall of man.

Genesis 3:4-7 "You will not surely die,* the serpent said to the woman. "For God knows that
when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil. *
When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and
also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her
husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they
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realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for
themselves.

6. Mankind Was Stripped of Their Authority

Accepting Satan's lie, Adam and Eve sinned by disobeying God's command and ate the forbidden
fruit. This is called the "fall of man" when sin entered the world. God's authoritative nature left
them. Suddenly their divine nature and perfect dominion were gone! They realized they were
naked and were afraid of God and hid themselves.

Genesis 3:8-13 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was
walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees
of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man, "Where are you?" He answered, "l heard
you in the garden, and | was afraid because | was naked; so | hid." And he said, *Who told you
that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that | commanded you not to eat from? “
The man said, "The woman you put here with me- she gave me some fruit from the tree, and |
ate it.* Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this you have done? *The woman said,
"The serpent deceived me, and | ate.

|~

Curses Came upon Mankind; and as well Satan took
authority over mankind!

After man sinned God placed curses on Satan, men, women, and the earth. Because of one man's
disobedience, the curse of sin was loosed upon the earth. Satan would eventually have his head
crushed, men would toil the ground for food, women would face pain in childbirth, and the earth
would turn hostile, bearing thorns and thistles.

Genesis 3:14-24 So the LORD God said to the serpent, ** Because you have done this, cursed
are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will
eat dust all the days of your life. And | will put enmity between you and the woman, and
between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.* To the
woman he said, *1 will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth
to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you. * To Adam he said,
Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which | commanded you, *You
must not eat of it, "Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all
the days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the
field. By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from
it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.* Adam named his wife Eve,
because she would become the mother of all the living. The LORD God made garments of skin
for Adam and his wife and clothed them. And the LORD God said, * The man has now become
like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take
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also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever. » So the LORD God banished him from the
Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. After he drove the man out,
he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back
and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.

8. God's Plan of Redemption

The first Adam caused sin to spread to all men. But God sent Jesus Christ, the second Adam, His
own son to redeem all men from their sins. Jesus redeems us from the curse of the law. Jesus came
to abolish the curse of sin and death upon mankind and restore those who believe into their rightful
authority and dominion.

Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin,
and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned-

Galatians 4:4-5 But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.

Galatians 3:13-14 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for
it is written: *Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree. *

9. Jesus Came as A Man

God's plan was to introduce His sinless son by a supernatural usurping of the sin-nature introduced
by Adam and Eve (the Adamic nature). Jesus had to be born of a virgin to break the sin-infected
blood line of mankind. Even though Jesus was God in the flesh, He emptied himself and became a
man. Jesus, the last Adam, was all God and all man, still a mystery to many theologians.

1 Corinthians 15:45 So it is written: "The first man Adam became a living being"; the last Adam,
a life-giving spirit.

Philiooians 2:5-9 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very
nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself
nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in
appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a
cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above
every name,
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10. Jesus Did Everything as a Man

There are no recorded miracles in the first thirty years of Jesus' life. He began ministry after being
baptized in the Holy Spirit. Jesus had to do everything as a man, filled with the Holy Spirit. He
ministered on this earth as God had created the first Adam to do. Only by being human could He
become our Savior. He had to defeat Satan as a man obeying the Father in heaven relying upon the
power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus was the first perfect man since Adam. Thus, He was gaining back
the authority that Satan had stolen from the first Adam.

11. As the Son of Man

Jesus operated as the Son of man, not as the Son of God. It was the human Jesus Christ that relied
on the Holy Spirit upon Him to cause the many miracles.

He was executing His Father's plan to win back man's authority and dominion from Satan. He was
the first fruit of a better covenant designed for all who believe.

Important? - Yes! If Jesus operated as a man on this earth relying upon the power of the Holy
Spirit, what does this mean for us? Jesus made a powerful promise to all who believe . . . ..

John 14:12-14 | tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what | have been doing.
He will do even greater things than these, because | am going to the Father. And | will do
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. You may ask me
for anything in my name, and | will do it.

12. Jesus Is Our Example

a. When we are tempted - focus on Jesus.

Hebrews 2:18 Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who
are being tempted.

Hebrews 4:14-15 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a
high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been
tempted in every way, just as we are-- yet was without sin.

b. When we need authority to help others - focus on Jesus.
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Luke 4:32, 36 They were amazed at his teaching, because his message had authority. All the
people were amazed and said to each other, "What is this teaching? With authority and power
he gives orders to evil spirits and they come out!"

Matthew 21 :19-21 Seeing a fig tree by the road, he went up to it but found nothing on it except
leaves. Then he said to it, "May you never bear fruit again!" Immediately the tree withered.
When the disciples saw this, they were amazed. "How did the fig tree wither so quickly?" they
asked. Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, if you have faith and do not doubt, not only can you do
what was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the
sea,' and it will be done.”

Mark 4:41 They were terrified and asked each other, "Who is this? Even the wind and the
waves obey him!"

John 11:43-44 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" The
dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his
face. Jesus said to them, "Take off the grave clothes and let him go.»

13. Jesus Shows Us What to Do

Jesus' mission was to show His followers what to do before He went to heaven . He gave us a new
commandment to love one another. Then He showed us how to demonstrate this love by helping
others find God through acts of healing, compassion, and kindness.

a. Jesus gave us authority to heal the sick.

Matthew 10:1, 7, 8 He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil
spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. As you go, preach this message: The kingdom
of heaven is near." Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out
demons. Freely you have received, freely give.

b. Jesus gave us authority over all evil spirits.

Luke 10:19-21 | have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to
overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. However, do not rejoice that the
spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven. At that time Jesus, full
of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, *1 praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because
you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children.
Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure."
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c. Jesus gave us authority to preach and expect miracles to follow us.

Mark 16:15-20 He said to them, * Go into all the world and preach the good news to all
creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be
condemned. And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out
demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when
they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people,
and they will get well. # After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up into heaven
and he sat at the right hand of God. Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and
the Lord worked with them and confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it.

14. Jesus Sealed Our Authority with His Blood

Satan thought if he could kill Jesus, he could put a stop to Jesus' plan of restoring man's authority.
Satan deceived the religious leaders to demand Jesus' death. Satan's plan worked. Jesus was
crucified. All the evil powers, rulers of darkness, and wicked spirits were mocking and laughing
with glee. But God's eternal plan was being fulfilled. Satan was the one who was deceived!

John 19:28-30 Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture
would be fulfilled, Jesus said, *1 am thirsty. © A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they
soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus'
lips. When he had received the drink, Jesus said, *It is finished." With that, he bowed his
head and gave up his spirit.

Matthew 27:51-54 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.
The earth shook and the rocks split. The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people
who had died were raised to life. They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus' resurrection,
they went into the holy city and appeared to many people. When the centurion and those with
him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were
terrified, and exclaimed, *Surely he was the Son of God! *

15. Jesus our Bridegroom Delegates His Authority to the
Believer, His Bride

When Jesus died and was resurrected to eternal life and was exalted into heaven, the plan of
redemption was complete. He said, "It is finished . . . .I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the
keys of death and Hades!" His last words before the ascension were, "Go! | am with you always,
wherever you go. You can now go do what I did. Because all authority has been given to me and |
am in you. Just use my Name and do what I did. I will be with you until the end of the age. So,
go!"
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Revelation 1:17-18 When | saw him, | fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right
hand on me and said: "Do not be afraid. | am the First and the Last. | am the Living One; | was
dead, and behold | am alive for ever and ever! And | hold the keys of death and Hades.

Matthew 28: 18-20 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the very end of the
age."

16. Jesus Won the Keys of Authority from Satan and He Gave
Them to Us

Jesus had taken the keys back from Satan, but He did not keep them. He gave them back to
mankind. The authority on this earth has been absolutely and legally captured from Satan and
returned to all who believe in Jesus Christ. Jesus is now Lord. He sits at the right hand of the
Father. He sat down. That means all His work is done.

Hebrews 10:12-14 But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat
down at the right hand of God. Since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool,
because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.

17. Jesus Is Now Waiting for Us

Jesus is waiting for His enemies to be made His footstool. Who is supposed to do that? Jesus sat
down. He took back His rights as the Son of God. His work on earth is done. He is waiting for the
redeemed of the Lord to discover their restored position and to begin exercising their authority to
put Satan in his place. Jesus has done everything the Father wanted Him to do. Now it is up to His
body, the church, to put His enemies under His footstool. God placed Jesus as head over everything
in the universe. Why? He did it for you and me, His body, the church! We are already delivered
from Satan's power!

Ephesians 1:19-23 That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he
exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in
the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every
title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God
placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the
church. which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.

Colossians 1:13-14  For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and
brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins.
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Give a personal illustration of when you discovered the full
authority you had in Christ and how it has manifested through
your ministry.

Example:

18. Now It Is up to Us

Don't ask Jesus to do your work. He said, "You go work the works, in my name!" As God, He
now exercises dominion on earth through His church. He gave dominion back to His Body, to
all believers in Him. Jesus gave us many keys to victorious kingdom living. He wants us to use
them with full assurance that He will back us up in whatever we do in His Name. To do this we
need to pray on all occasions with all kinds of prayers, intercessions, and supplication to
discover the mind of God and do what He is telling us. The key is obedience. Once you know
what God wants done, do it!

John 2:5 His (Jesus) mother said to the servants, Do whatever he tells you. *

19. The Name of Jesus

The forces that oppose the gospel are not always obvious. They sometimes can only be
discerned by the Holy Spirit's assistance. This takes experience and sensitivity in the
realm of the spirit. But, once . discerned, we begin exercising our authority. All of our
authority is invested in the Name of Jesus. Our authority should be announced to the
principalities and powers that have people bound.

We begin our prayer ministry in the Name of Jesus. We also conclude our prayer
ministry in the Name of Jesus.

>
ACTION
Do It !
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LESSON THREE

KEYS TO KINGDOM
LIVING

The Kingdom of God is a wonderful place to be. Every believer is entitled to be there and
enjoy the secrets of the Kingdom. Jesus preached about it. The apostle Paul taught on it.
Two-thirds of the New Testament books make mention of the Kingdom of God. Only there
can the believer enjoy the abundant life. The keys for entrance are a mystery to the outsider.
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This lesson explores what the Kingdom of God is, where it is located, and the importance of
obtaining the many keys that unlock its mysteries. filt is the Glory of God to conceal, but
it is the privilege of a King to search out a mattero Proverbs 25:2

1. Letds start with important
Definitions:

The Kingdom of God:

The Kingdom of God is the dynamic reign or kingly rule of God and the sphere in which the
rule is experienced. * The Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of Heaven are the same. Both are
used interchangeably in scripture.

The Church:
The church is not the Kingdom. The church is the community of the Kingdom, but never the

Kingdom itself.? The church is the custodian of the Kingdom of God.?

Keys:

Keys to the Kingdom of God are spiritual insights revealed in Jesus Christ on which a believer
acts and thereby gains entrance and enjoyment in the Kingdom. The keys are found in the Bible.
They are forever settled in heaven and do not change. They are spiritual precepts and principles
set in motion by God as revealed in Jesus Christ.

2. His House Has Many Rooms

The Kingdom of God can be illustrated with a story from scripture. Jesus promised His
followers a "place" in the heavenly realm of eternity. He called eternity his Father's house which
had many rooms. As we read this passage of scripture we also find that the only way into the
Father's heavenly house is through Jesus Christ. Jesus clearly announced that He held the key to
the Father's house. There was no other way we could get in.

Acknowledements

George E. Ladd, A Theology of the New Testament, Eeardmans Publishing, Grand Rapids Michigan, 1974, Page 1 11

2Ibid .

®Ibid. p.116.
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John 14:1-7 Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father's house
are many rooms; if it were not so, | would have told you. | am going there to prepare a place for you.
And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come back and take you to be with me that you also may
be where | am. You know the way to the place where | am going.” Thomas said to him, "Lord, we
don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?" Jesus answered, *1 am the way and
the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you really knew me, you
would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.»

3. The Master Holds the Master
Key

Our story continues. God can be viewed as the locksmith of the Kingdom of Heaven. He designed
all the locks that open the many rooms, both on earth and in heaven. He made Jesus the master of
the universe and gave Him all authority to rule. Jesus now holds the master key into the Kingdom
of God. He said, "No one comes to the Father except through me." You must know the Master to
obtain the master key to the Kingdom of God. Jesus is the only way, the truth, and the life. He
holds the master key to the Kingdom and all the other keys to the many rooms in the Kingdom of
God.

Note: Jesus said HE holds the keys. We must believe in Him and obey His words to obtain the keys
of authority that unlock the many mysteries of the Kingdom of God. Jesus Christ is the first key
that opens the way to all the other keys.

Matthew 16:19-20 "I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.*
Then he warned his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.

4. The Door to the Kingdom

Jesus made it very clear that there was only one door into the Kingdom of God. That door was
narrow and everyone must pass through Jesus Christ to gain entrance. He held the key that opened
the narrow door into the kingdom of God, both on earth and in heaven.

Luke 13:23-24 Someone asked him, "Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?" He
said to them, "Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, | tell
you, will try to enter and will not be able to."

5. Rooms Filled with
Fruit
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Once in the Kingdom, a person needs other keys that unlock the many rooms within the Kingdom.
Activating the right spiritual keys is rewarded by discovering certain rooms filled with fruit. The
Bible describes the fruit as coming from the Holy Spirit. Obtaining a particular fruit depends on the
kind of spiritual truth (key) or insight that unlocks the door. E.g. The fifruitd of Jesus Nature..

Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no
law.

Philippians 4:6-7 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

6. We Now Have the
Keys

Once you become born again, Jesus begins to reveal keys that unlock the mysteries of the
Kingdom of God. We hold the many keys that unlock or "loose" people into the many rooms of
blessing in the Kingdom of God. We can either "bind" or "loose™ people from entering by such
things as ignorance of scripture, withholding spiritual truth, or not forgiving people. We have
been given the responsibility to bind or loose the things that hinder people from inheriting the
Kingdom of God.

a) Knowledge.
Knowledge is the first key. The Holy Spirit reveals spiritual truth to every human being that

will listen to the message of the gospel. When the gospel is preached in cooperation with the
Holy Spirit, keys are being revealed to those who listen. Those that accept the master key
(Jesus) and act upon His word by confessing Him as their Lord are saved and enter the
Kingdom of God. Peter was the first to experience the key of revealed knowledge.

Matthew 16:16-18 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God.= Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to
you by man, but by my Father in heaven. And | tell you that you are Peter, and on this
rock | will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it."

b) Spiritual knowledge must be heard with faith.

Unless the Holy Spirit imparts faith in the hearts of men, the keys of the Kingdom are hard to
understand. The unsaved cannot understand the things of the Spirit; they seem foolish to them.
So we exercise our key of authority over spirits that have blinded their minds and loose their
ability to hear spiritual truth. Then the message is heard with faith and the knowledge of the
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keys of the Kingdom can be understood. The door is unlocked for them to receive salvation in
Jesus Christ.

Luke 8:10 He said, "The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you,
but to others | speak in parables, so that, 'though seeing, they may not see; though hearing,
they may not understand."

¢) Avoid the things that bind others from hearing the truth.

The keys of knowledge that open the way to the Kingdom of God must be preached with love by
the Holy Spirit. This is a great responsibility. If not, erroneous interpretations of scripture and
man-made rules are substituted for grace. This closes the door and binds people from entering the
Kingdom. Ignorance of the keys results in ignorant preaching. We must preach the gospel in ways
that clearly reveal the keys that set people free. This takes study and great discipline to know the
Bible and be able to communicate it with grace and understanding. In the days of Jesus the experts
of the law withheld the keys to knowledge. They bound people from entering the Kingdom.

Luke 11:52 » Woe to you experts in the law, because you have taken away the key to
knowledge. You yourselves have not entered (the kingdom), and you have hindered those
who were entering.

7. Location of the Kingdom

We cannot understand the Kingdom by worldly analysis or philosophical interpretation. Jesus said
the principles were established by the Father in heaven. It takes the Holy Spirit to help us
understand what the keys mean and where the Kingdom may be found. The principles need to be
understood by insight and revelation from the Holy Spirit. That is why Jesus had to define the
Kingdom in earthly terms such as, "it is like. . ."

Not of this world.
John 18:36 Jesus said, * My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to
prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.*

Key: Seek Jesus Christ for understanding the Kingdom of God.

Cannot understand it unless you are born again.

John 3:3 In reply Jesus declared, *1 tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God
unless he is born again."”

Key: You must be born again.
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8. The Kingdom Is Within
You &by Jesusd Spirit in

you.

It is a mystery to the unsaved how an entire Kingdom can be within a person. That does not make
sense to the natural man. But the believer understands this mystery. The location is wherever the
Lord rules and reigns. It is a spiritual Kingdom initiated by the key of salvation, Jesus Christ. The
Kingdom is birthed within you upon surrender to the Lordship of the Master. Wherever Jesus is, the
Kingdom is sure to manifest.

..Within you.
Luke 17:20-21 Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God

would come, Jesus replied, "The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation,
nor will people say, ‘Here it is, or There it is because the kingdom of God is within you. =

Key: When Jesus comes in your heart, He brings the Kingdom of God with Him.

9. Keys to the Kingdom

The Kingdom of God is like good words that mysteriously cause people to grow in the
knowledge of God and ready them for Christ's return (the harvest).

Mark 4:26-29 He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on
the ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though
he does not know how. All by itself the soil produces grain-- first the stalk, then the head, then
the full kernel in the head. As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the
harvest has come. =

Key: Allow the Word to produce good fruit in our lives.

It starts small, but can grow very large and become very fruitful.

Mark 4: 30-32 Again he said, "What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable
shall we use to describe it? It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest seed you plant in
the ground. Yetwhen planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with
such big branches that the birds of the air can perch in its shade. =

Key: Everyone begins at the same place, but our growth in Christ can be abundant.

It is worth selling all you have to get it.

Matthew 13:44-45 "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found
it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. Again, the
kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When he found one of great value,
he went away and sold everything he had and bought it."
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Key: Eliminate everything that inhibits your relationship with Jesus Christ.

It invites everyone, but only those who obey the mandates will enter the Kingdom.

Matthew 13:47-48 "Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the
lake and caught all kinds of fish. When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then
they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away."

Key: Preach the gospel to every creature and let God draw to Him those He wants.

It involves God forgiving us and requiring us to do the same for others.

Matthew 18:32-35 "Then the master called the servant in. 'You wicked servant,’ he said, 'l
cancelled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn't you have had mercy on
your fellow servant just as | had on you?' In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be
tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of
you unless you forgive your brother from your heart."

Key: Forgive everyone from the heart or the Father will not forgive you.

It will grant the wages of eternal life to all who believe, even to those who enter in at the last
minute.

Key:

Matthew 20:1-4, 9-16 "For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the
morning to hire men to work in his vineyard. He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and
sent them into his vineyard. About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the
marketplace doing nothing. He told them, "You also go and work in my vineyard, and | will pay
you whatever is right.. . . .. "The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and
each received a denarius. So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive
more. But each one of them also received a denarius. When they received it, they began to
grumble against the landowner. 'These men who were hired last worked only one hour,' they
said, 'and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat
of the day." "But he answered one of them, 'Friend, | am not being unfair to you. Didn't you
agree to work for a denarius? Take your pay and go. | want to give the man who was hired last
the same as | gave you. Don't | have the right to do what Iwant with my own money? Or are you
envious because | am generous?' "So the last will be first, and the first will be last.*

Accept Christ's offer of eternal life so we can be somewhere between the first and
the last.
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It invites everyone, but only those who respond will enter the Kingdom.

Luke 14:15-18, 23-24 When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus,
"Blessed is the man who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God.* Jesus replied "A certain
man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. At the time of the banquet he sent
his servant to tell those who had been invited, '‘Come, for everything is now ready.' But they all
alike began to make excuses. The first said, 'l have just bought a field, and | must go and see it.
Please excuse me.". . . .. Then the master told his servant, 'Go out to the roads and country
lanes and make them come in, so that my house will be full. | tell you, not one of those men who
were invited will get a taste of my banquet.™

Key: Accept Jesus' invitation the first time you hear Him calling you.

It requires that we be ready for Jesus' return each and every day.

Matthew 25:1-13 "At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps
and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were wise. The foolish
ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. The wise, however, took oil in jars
along with their lamps. The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy
and fell asleep. At midnight the cry rang out: 'Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!'
Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to the wise, 'Give
us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.' ‘No, they replied, 'there may not be enough for
both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves." "But while
they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went
in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. Later the others also came. 'Sir! Sir!'
they said. 'Open the door for us!" But he replied, 'l tell you the truth, | don't know you.' "Therefore
keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour."

Key: Live your life as if Jesus were returning for you today.

It requires us to exercise our gifts and talents to increase the Kingdom. If we don't, we will be
excluded from the blessings of the Kingdom.

Matthew 25:14-18  "Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants
and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five talents of money, to another two
talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey.
The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained
five more. So also, the one with the two talents gained two more. But the man who had
received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground, and hid his master's money...

Matthew 25: 28-30 "Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten
talents. For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance.
Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. And throw that worthless
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servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.™

Key: Use whatever gifts and talents you have to enlarge the Kingdom of God, no matter
how small.

It is extremely difficult for someone who has everything to enter the kingdom of God.

Mark 10:23-25 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, "How hard it is for the rich to enter
the kingdom of God!" The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, "Children,
how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.*

Key: Do not allow fame or fortune to keep you from accepting Jesus Christ as Lord.

It belongs to those that humble themselves and believe God with child-like faith.

Matthew 18:3-4 And he said: » 1 tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself like
this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven."

Key: Humble yourself before almighty God and cry out for mercy.

10. What Keeps Us from Inheriting the
Kingdom of God?
Not producing lasting fruit in others on earth.

Matthew 21 :43 "Therefore | tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and
given to a people who will produce its fruit."

Key: Produce a fruitful ministry, touching as many people as possible.

Not willing to endure hardships or persecution for being a Christian.
Acts 14:22 ... strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to
the faith. "We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God,

WA

Key: Be willing to go through hardships if it will advance the kingdom of God.

Refusing to believe in the visible power of the Holy Spirit.

1 Corinthians 4:20 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power.

Key: Expect demonstrations of the Spirit's power.

26 | Page



Participating in sexual sins, adultery, homosexuality, stealing, greed, drunkenness, etc.

1 Corinthians 6:9-10 Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God?
Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male
prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers
nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.

Key: Avoid even the appearance of any of these wicked sins.

Attempting to get to heaven by works.

1 Corinthians 15:50 | declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom _
of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

Key: Avoid any attempt to gain a place in heaven by any religious activity.

Doing any of the following acts of the sinful nature.

Galatians 5:19-21 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and
debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition,
dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. | warn you, as | did before,
that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.

Key: Avoid doing any of the acts of the sinful nature.

By focusing on things that cause you to sin.

Mark 9:47 "And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the
kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell.”

Key: Avoid thinking about or looking at anything that robs you from experiencing the
daily presence of God.

11. The Kingdom Is:

The Kingdom of God is not a list of do's and don'ts. It is not following a strict regime of trying to
please God by working hard for Him or punishing yourself for wrongs you have done. The apostle
Paul sums up the Kingdom of God with three words: righteousness, peace and joy.

Romans 14:17-19 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and
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drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, because
anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and approved by men.
Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual
edification.

a) Righteousness.

The key to entering the Kingdom is righteousness. We become righteous by accepting the
sacrifice for our sins through faith in Jesus Christ. He unlocks the door for us to enter the
Kingdom of God. However, to enjoy the blessings of the Kingdom we must obey the Word of
Christ and act out our righteousness in daily life. We respond to God 's grace by obeying His
commands and by doing what is right and holy. This pleases God.

Matthew 5:20 "For | tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees
and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven."

b) Peace.

When we remain righteous in our attitude and behavior, it produces peace with God.
Condemnation and accusations of the enemy are shut out of our lives. Where there is no
condemnation, peace thrives. A deep inner peace wells up from within. We experience God 's
presence. We can feel Him. That is true peace. This also pleases God and enhances our
relationships with others.

c) Joy.

A deep inner peace opens the way for joy. Joy is fully realized and allowed to come forth
when we walk in righteousness and embrace the resulting peace from God. The joy of the Lord
becomes our strength and we express our thanks to Him with open praise and joyful worship.
We enjoy the wonderful joy of knowing we are His and He is ours.
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e vou enjoving righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit?

Ay ot, go and do the keyvs mentioned in this lesson.

ACTION
James |2 et's Do It !

Seek them out and discuss what vou have learned in this lesson.

you know people who do have the Kingdom of God within them?

List two people vou know that do not have righteousness, peace or joy.

2. -
Go to them and share how God can change their life.
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LESSON FOUR

THE SHIELD OF FAITH

Now faith 15 the assurance of things hoped for and the evidence of things not seen. Faith 15 a broad
subject with many avenues of thought, usage, and interpretation. This lesson reveals faith as a tool
necessary for effective ministry. We will discover where faith comes from and how a believer can use
their faith as a defence and therefore operate in the supernatural. Without faith it is impossible to please

God. Without faith it is futile to pray for someone and expect a miracle. The shield of faith is a way to

describe how we approach public ministry, especially when we are dealing with spirits.

Faith..(Greek)0PISTISO.. as it relates to ministry.

A firm persuasion or conviction that the things you believe to be true are undeniable and will
come to pass.

The shield of faith is:
A defensive weapon a person uses in spiritual warfare to defeat lies, accusations, and distortions
that oppose the Kingdom of God.

1. How Does This Kind of Faith Come?

a) It'sagift.
First and foremost, faith is a gift from God. You cannot buy it, work for it, or boast that it came
from something you did.

Ephesians 2:8-9 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this not from
yourselves, it is the qgift of God -- not by works, so that no one can boast.

There are two kinds of faith.. Temporal.. which everyone has whether a Believer or not. E.g. | believe
the sun will rise tomorrow. Saving Faith .. that which God gives us to believe for salvation. He gives in
a whole range of different ways as the process in the season of salvation is happening.
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b) It comes from exposure to God 's word.

When we hear the life-giving words of the Bible spoken through Christians who preach the full
message of Jesus Christ, it produces faith in our hearts to believe. The more we hear and
experience, the more faith is produced in our hearts. When we experience the promises and
blessings from the Kingdom of God, it expands our faith even more.

Romans 10:16-17 . . . .For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed our message?"
Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the
word of Christ.

c) Itincreases when we act on what we believe.
When we follow the life of the disciples, we discover a fundamental truth we can apply to
ourselves. They spent over three years listening to what Jesus was teaching them. They
watched as He performed many miracles. They were amazed at His teaching. But they were
even more amazed by how He taught them to exercise their authority. He told them to do
something that must have shocked them. Jesus said:

Luke 10:3, 8-9 "Go! | am sending you out like lambs among wolves. . .. When you
enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is set before you. Heal the sick who are
there and tell them, 'The kingdom of God is near you.™

The results of their first attempt at ministry must have not been perfect because later, after
watching Jesus do the unbelievable, they said to Him:

Luke 17:5 ... Lord, Increase our faith!"

This is the same for all ministers. We cannot expect to have a strong shield of faith or do the
works of Jesus until we have spent the necessary time to:

A Read and understand the Word of God concerning our position of authority and power
through the blood of Jesus Christ.

Believe by faith that we have this authority and power.

Believe that this applies to us personally.

Begin acting on this revelation by doing those things Jesus authorized us to do.

Ignore the initial physical circumstances as you act on what you believe.

T T~ T~ T—
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A Continue acting on what you believe until you see physical circumstances confirming
what you believe

Give an example of how you increased your Shield of Faith

Exam

syl

2) Why do we need the shield of faith?
The enemy does not want us to enjoy success in ministry. He always attempts to arrange physical

circumstances to try and make us believe that nothing is really happening. The devil always appeals
to our five physical senses. He uses the "flaming arrows™ of thought that result from looking at
physical circumstances. He rules on earth physically, and tries to spiritually. But he is excluded
from the Kingdom of God which resides in the believer. The devil has the ability to lie, steal, and
kill from those who do not know their authority in Christ. (John 10:10)

a) Flaming spiritual arrows.

The evil one does not throw physical flaming arrows. They are flaming spiritual thoughts that
bombard our mind. If we accept the thoughts as truth, we are immediately defeated. This is
especially true when we allow the temporary physical circumstances to overshadow what God has
ultimately promised. This is one reason we don't have a lot of effective ministers.

Ephesians 6:16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you
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can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.

b) We don't just try - we keep doing!

Immature Christians are easily defeated. At one time they might have "tried" ministering or "tried"
praying for the sick. When nothing happened (in the physical), they quit and gave the devil the
victory. The devil deceived them into believing nothing was happening. The potential Christian
minister believed the flaming arrow rather than what the Word of God promised. They did not have
the shield of faith in place.

c) They will be healed.

The Word of God does not guarantee instant miracles. It says the prayer of faith will make the sick
person well. Jesus said in Mark 16 that believers will lay hands on the sick and the sick will
recover. It does not say WHEN they will get well. It only says they WILL BE healed. It requires
the shield of faith to repel any thoughts to the contrary. The shield of faith is necessary to maintain
agreement with heaven long enough for the healing to manifest.

James 5:15 And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord
will raise him up.

d) Practice by doing the Word.

We increase our faith by practicing what we believe - again and again and again. Those who are
having good success in ministry are those who, because of practice, have trained themselves to be
better as each year passes. Making mistakes and doing things the wrong way are all part of the
process. If you want to learn how to minister to the sick, you start by just doing it. You may pray
for ten or twenty people before you see anyone get well. The enemy does not want you to succeed.
By the sheer practice of doing the Word over and over and over we will achieve success in
ministry.

Recount your own experience in moving by Faith in God
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